Assets for God
Matthew 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

Sometimes we tend to complicate things.  At least I am guilty of this.  Instead of taking things for face value, I tend to analyze, over-analyze, and read into things for more than they warrant or deserve. 

Occam’s Razor is a logic principle attributed to William of Occam, a 14th century logician philosopher who said, “All other things being equal, the simplest explanation tends to be correct.”

Some of us tend toward the opposite: let’s make everything as complicated as possible.

Many of us ask why did they say that to me? Why does such and such always happen to me?  Then we proceed to conjure up theory after theory, piling hypothetical assertion upon paradoxical possibilities.  Our destructive thoughts and fantasies can consume us for hours, weeks … perhaps even a lifetime.

Many of us tend to obsess over things, but this can actually be a positive and wonderful thing when guided by wisdom.  The pursuit of disease cures, and a better mousetrap result from single-minded focus on the question “why”.

But when not tethered to discrimination, discernment, and wisdom, the question “why” can lead us down long sinuous hallways of doubt and despair until we are lost in total darkness.  

‘Why’ questions do not always have answers, or if they do, there is always another layer to ask ‘why’.  Ultimately we are reduced to first clarifying the question, then offering the only possible answer: God made it that way.  One more question always results in “We don’t know”.

For instance, have you ever been asked the universal question…

“Why is the sky blue?”  Well, because of the specific spectrum of radiated electro magnetic energy, combined with the dispersed asynchronous oscillating dipoles, the blue cones of our eyes are more excited than the red ones.  Therefore, we perceive the color blue.  

Why?  Why do we see the color blue? Because God made it that way.  Why?  We don’t know.  

We don’t know so we keep asking questions. Inquiring minds have been of immense service to mankind, but can be a stumbling block in some areas.  

A soldier is trained to never ask the question “why” when given an order.  Too many lives depend upon the system working under one directorship.  If you are not willing to submit to that direction, you must not participate in it.

Sometimes a simple explanation is all that is necessary to get to the heart of a question.  A Father and son were sitting, enjoying a sunny Autumn afternoon at the lake.  The son was home from the university for a break from studying engineering.  Just then a flock of geese flew by in their familiar “v” pattern.  The Father asked his son, why do you suppose the right side of the “v” is longer than the left side of the “v”?  His son thought for several minutes, considering wind velocities and aerodynamic algorithms.  Finally, he said, “I’m not really certain.  What do you think?”  The Father answered, apparently there are more geese on that side. 

Simplicity is one key to a happy life.  I love the phrase “Happy wife, happy life.”  “Happy spouse, happy house.” Simplicity reigns supreme.

Many of us have at some time in our lives questioned ourselves at a deep level.  We question our own self worth.  We wonder, “Am I really worthy of this?” – or – “Am I capable of this?”  “Do I really add value to this world?”

I think we’ve all had thoughts like that at some time.  The Christ is very clear about that particular question.  We have value.  Not only do we have value, but we are essential to God’s plan, and God will guide us toward being aware of the value in everything we experience.  

Our Bible verse refers to sparrows.  In those days, sparrows were of such small value that it required two of them to amount to the smallest of a measurable amount of currency.  Yet, none of them fall to the earth apart from God’s awareness.  They do not fall dead to earth without God’s knowledge.  They are small, insignificant to many of us, and of little value, yet God knows them, cares for them, loves them, and holds them dear.  

On the other hand, we are told that the very hairs of our heads are numbered.  This means that God knows each of us intimately.  We are accounted for, and watched over.  We are special to God, much more so than a sparrow, or even many sparrows.  We are of tremendous value to God, and therefore to God’s creation and all of God’s children.
Mary and I enjoy watching The Bourne movies – that series of movies about Jason Bourne, the man who can’t remember who he is. He’s kind of a government owned spy-assassin type guy who can take care of himself in any situation. Apparently the government has many of these types at its disposal, and they are referred to as ‘assets’. They are of value because they can get things done. We hear that word frequently now in spy movies.

Well, we are ‘assets’ for God.  We are of extreme value to God and are being trained to handle ourselves in any situation so that we can do the bidding of Spirit. We are being trained, through opening our awareness to the Christ within, to be able to help people in many different situations. We can pray for them, physically help them, emotionally support them, teach them, be an example for them … we are valuable assets for God.  
This is such a powerful affirmation of faith.  We are of value.  We are held in the palm of God’s hand.  Does this mean that challenges are not going to arise?  Of course not.  But God is there.   Are we going to suffer pains physically, emotionally and mentally, and spiritually?  Of course.  But God is there.  We are of value, and God is sharpening us, tempering us, making us stronger and more aware of our strengths and who we truly are – a Child of God.  Without challenge, we cannot know how strong we can become.  Without this knowledge, we are incapable of becoming all that we can be. This Christ-awareness makes it easier to confidently face life and serve others fully. 
But why are we of such great value to God? Because God made us that way. He made us with more capabilities mentally, emotionally, and spiritually than any other species. We were made as powerful co-creators with God. So much so that God can plant the seeds of dreams in our minds and hearts and we will achieve those dreams. 

We are told that God’s plans are meant to prosper us and not harm us. God’s plans for us are to provide hope and a wonderful future. What we have come to learn is that as Children of God, Spirit intends for us to participate in the achievement of those plans. With the help of God’s guidance and strength, we are made to bring about the conditions that prosper all of us, that brings us all hope and a secure bright future. We are assets for God.
Sparrows can’t do much to make our country or the earth a better place. They are reactive participants; dependent upon what we do that allows them to live. But God loves them and watches them all the same. In contrast, we humans have a direct influence on our living conditions: at a personal level, community level, national level, and global level. And Christ reminds us, “How much more valuable you are than the birds!” Christ whispers to our hearts, “Do not fear.  You are more valuable than sparrows.”
The Bible goes so far as to say this in Psalms 82:6: You are gods; you are sons of the Most High. In Psalm 8: 4-8 it is written: 4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 5 You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 8 the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  

Now we shouldn’t get a big head or obsess over our grandiose position, because we are told “But you will die like mere mortals.”  

Clearly, God holds human kind to a unique standard. We are powerful assets of God, more so than any other creature on earth because we have been given the greatest capabilities; therefore, we have the greatest responsibility to this earth and all that live on it.

It’s just not that complicated. We are being guided, if we will listen. The still small voice of God is whispering to our souls, if we will hear it. We are of valuable assets for God. Why, because God made us that way. But why?  We don’t know, but I think it has to do with the fact that God loves us, partners with us, expects us to live up to His standards, and God trusts us to do His Will and allow the Father within to do His works. 

Let us pray….
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