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That was the true Light which, coming into the world, gives light to every man.
When I begin our church service, I usually announce that we are a non-denominational church: we don’t have a specific dogma or system of Christian belief. I try to stay pretty much ‘middle of the road’, and all-encompassing, which means that for most of you at some point in my thinking process I am going to sound pretty “whacko”. 

I try to stay to the broadest concepts of what all of us can agree upon: things like – there is a God, and God is good and wants good things for us. God is love, and love is all that matters. The individualized essence of God resides within us as the Christ. Christ has no hands but ours. God wants to express through us, as us, into Creation. We are service vessels for God. Through prayer and quiet meditation we communicate with Spirit, which is God in action; the fluid creative movement of God in and through all things. 
Another favorite idea that I share, which flashes “whacko” to some, is that there is an underlying oneness within all of Creation and that we are “all in this together”. Although it is easy to imagine people accepting that there is a power outside them that is greater than them, it may be more difficult of an idea to accept that somehow we are all one.
I’ve read about some Christian denominations that are opposed to this idea.  They point to the verse in Matthew 10:34 where Jesus says, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. Some use this verse as proof that Jesus came to shake things up a bit. He goes on to say,  35For I have come to turn 'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law —  36a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.
There are Christian leaders who interpret this verse as justification to battle those that believe differently or think differently; they use it as justification for judgment and condemnation. 

I see the verse as a declaration of independence: what Jesus is describing is the sword of wisdom, of discernment, of Truth. It is an invitation to look at our current beliefs and how they developed. Why do we believe what we believe?  Are we perpetuating ideas, beliefs, and values that our families and culture have held for generations, for no other reason than they are what we were brought up with?  
Hate the Russians; hate the blacks; hate the Muslims; hate the Hispanics. Hate anyone who doesn’t look like you. Hate, hate, hate. Today the word hate is used less frequently.  Other words are substituted to make it seem less vile -- words like: distrust, intolerance, disgust, distaste. Our words have gotten less offensive, but within bitter, ignorant, fearful hearts the sentiment remains the same.  Don’t trust the rich; don’t trust the poor. Stay close to the people who look like you, sound like you, think like you. The others are different; they aren’t worthy. They just don’t measure up. I believe that most of this thinking is habitual.
You’ve heard the joke: Mom, why do you cut off the end of the roast before you put it in the pan? Answer: That’s what my Mom always did. Grandma, why did you cut off the end of the roast before you put it in the pan? Answer: Because my pan was too narrow.

Are we clinging to views from early upbringing in church, in school, from our friends and family, or college professors that are no longer appropriate, pertinent, or valid? Through the sword of wisdom and discernment Jesus is asking us to cleave those outdated, destructive, and erred ideas, to cut away the useless and unneeded. As I understand it, he is asking that we reprioritize our beliefs, away from the physical world and towards our spiritual natures.

Just within the Christian heading there are conflicts of every kind. Bickering between the Protestants and Catholics, New Thought, Jehovah Witness, Seventh Day Adventists, Latter Day Saints abounds. I suspect that there are conflicts and disagreements within any one of those sub-headings. It is apparent that the many denominations of Protestants don’t agree on how to say a prayer, on predestination, on the nature of Jesus, and the list goes on.  If we cannot get along within the Christian community, how can we open our arms to our brothers and sisters who are Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, or Jew?
The bottom line is this: if there is going to be peace on earth, we must become peaceful first, and there is peace that flows from seeing ourselves, all others, and everything as a part of Creation.

Underlying all the dissimilarities of Christian denominations, indeed all religions, there is a truth - we are all Children of the One God.  It is said this way in Christianity: Colossians 3:5-11 -  5Put to death, therefore, [perhaps using the sword of wisdom that Jesus described earlier] whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
That individualized essence of God that is within each of us, that Christ light, the Light that gives light to every person is all, and is in all.  Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, or atheist…the light of God is within each one. At the level of pure Spirit, we are one in this sense. Despite our differences in thinking and believing, we are all part of God’s oneness. 

When asked what was the greatest commandment Jesus says this in Mark 12:28-32… "The most important one is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."
Oneness begins when we choose to see God’s light in others, regardless of their differences or how they treat us. Approach differences with non-resistance, and try to see them from a different perspective, through the eyes of the Christ. We learn this lesson from Matthew 5: 39: But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. When we turn our cheek, we are taking on a new perspective and looking at the person differently.
There is much fear today around Muslims, and what they believe, and what they might do. Our fear is based on ignorance, which will always destroy our awareness of oneness. M.R. Bawa Muhaiyadeen says this in his book: Islam and World Peace: Explanations of a Sufi :
    “As children of Adam, as members of the tribe of Abraham, as the followers of Muhammad and the disciples of Allah, we must understand this, Islam is to join together as one, knowing that those who have not affirmed the kalimah are our neighbors and that those who have affirmed the kalimah are intermingled within our won bodies. (The kalimah is the basic creed of Islam comprised of five one-line prayers.)
    This is the most important aspect of Islam: oneness. To protect our neighbors from danger is Islam. First we must see that we ourselves don’t kill them, and then we must embrace them.
    ...Finally, we must develop the justice of the inner witness, the conscience, and begin to live as human beings in the state of complete justice.

     Therefore, embrace every heart and make everyone your brother. Send forth from yourself the quality of embracing others and let that love touch and touch and touch their hearts, making them peaceful. That is Islam. Do not send a sword, a knife, a hatchet, or a bomb. Send the kalimah, send the words of the Prophet, send Allah’s three thousand gracious qualities and His ninety-nine powers. Send love from your hearts to others.”
This is a much different message of what Muslims think than what the media and internet email messages would have us believe.

For there to be peace, we must become peaceful. We must empty our minds of old thoughts, empty our cup, and let God fill us. We can choose to see the oneness of all Creation, all religions, all people, and all life. Hear some other words on oneness from people much wiser than me.
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 ADVANCE \d 5Praying without ceasing is not ritualized, nor are there even words. It is a constant state of awareness of oneness with God.
” -- Peace Pilgrim

The essence of all religions is One. Surrender is the main duty of everyone. Surrender means the feeling of oneness, I and God are One. Why? The reason is that the One who is present in you is present in me.” 

Sri Sathya Sai Baba quotes (Indian Spiritual leader, b.1926)

The first peace, which is the most important, is that which comes within the souls of people when they realize their relationship, their oneness with the universe and all its powers, and when they realize that at the center of the universe dwells the Great Spirit, and that this center is really everywhere, it is within each of us. 

Black Elk  Holy Man of the Siuox - Source: Black Elk (1863-1950) 

When our focus is toward a principle of relatedness and oneness, and away from fragmentation and isolation, health ensues.
Larry Dossey MD Source: “Space, Time and Medicine’. 

Chanting is no more holy than listening to the murmur of a stream, counting prayer beads no more sacred than simply breathing…. If you wish to attain oneness with the Tao, don't get caught up in spiritual superficialities.  -- Lao Tzu (c.604 - 531 B.C.) 

The Dalai Lama shares this from his book: How to See Yourself As You Really Are: There are many religions seeking to bring comfort and happiness to humanity, just as there are many treatments for a particular disease. All religions endeavor to help living beings avoid misery and find happiness. Although we may prefer one religious perspective to another, there is a much stronger case for unity, stemming from common desires of the human heart. Each religion works to lessen suffering and contribute to the world; conversion is not the point. I do not think about converting others to Buddhism or merely furthering the Buddhist cause. Instead, I try to think of how I as a Buddhist can contribute to the happiness of all living beings.

“ HYPERLINK /quotation/students_achieving_oneness_will_move_on_to/226959.html


 ADVANCE \d 5Students achieving Oneness will move on to Twoness.
” Woody Allen
The idea of oneness within Creation doesn’t just stop with people. We can embrace the oneness of all Creation and take responsibility for the Earth. Whether or not people are solely responsible for global warming is under debate. But it is beyond argument that humankind is at least contributing to the problem and can therefore do our part in preventing further harm.

When our awareness of our oneness with God and all of Creation grows, change happens. When we can see the Christ Light glowing in all people and recognize that we are all Children of God, how we relate to people of differing races, political opinions, religions, and beliefs of all kinds will change.  When we see ourselves as one with the Earth and all of God’s Creation, we change, and we become more peaceful. My prayer is that we prepare for the changes that the Christ has in store for us, and embrace them.

Let us pray….  
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